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October 15, 2023



St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

20th Sunday after Pentecost
October 15, 2023 — 8:45 AM

Gathering
Alleluia! Christ Has Risen! The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prepare now to give thanks to God: Place an envelope in the offering plate on the way
to Communion oruse the QR code ordownload the Vanco Mobile app on your smart
phone. Search on “York” and choose St Peter’s Lutheran. It's easy! Give thanks gener-
ously for God’s abundant grace.

Welcome & Announcements
Prelude

Confession & Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

Lord Jesus, you look on us with compassion and seek us when we are lost. Lord, have
mercy. C: Forgive our straying from your path and help us to forgive others. Lord,
have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you have mercy on all who need healing and comfort. Christ, have mercy.
C: Forgive us when we forget to turn to you in our troubles. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you plead for sinners at the throne of judgment. Lord, have mercy.
C: Forgive us when we try to defend ourselves instead of trusting you. Lord, have
mercy.

The presiding minister announces God'’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. C: And also with you.
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5 Mighty Victim from the sky,
hell’s ficrce pow’rs beneath you lic;
you have conquered in the fight,
you have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

6 Now no more can death appall,
now no more the grave enthrall;
you have opened paradise,
and your saints in you shall risc.
Allcluial

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
from sin’s pow’r, Lord, sct us free,
newborn souls in you to be.
Alleluia!

8 Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, your name we praisc.
Allcluia!

Text: office hymn, 17th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-1868, alt.
Music: SONNE DIR GERECHTIGKEIT. Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng. 1566

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray, Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out
your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable,
just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.

The assembly is seated.



The Liturgy of the Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading — /saiah 25:7-9

A reading from lsaiah

'O LorD, you are my God; | will exalt you, | will
praise your name; for you have done wonderful
things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
‘For you have made the city a heap, the forti-
fied city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no
more, it will never be rebuilt. “Therefore strong
peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless na-
tions will fear you. ‘For you have been a refuge
to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their dis-
tress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a
shade from the heat. \When the blast of the
ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, ‘the
noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you sub-
dued the heat with the shade of clouds; the
song of the ruthless was stilled. "On this moun-

The Word of the Lord.

Psalm 23

tain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged
wines strained clear. ‘And he will destroy on
this mountain the shroud that is cast over all
peoples, the sheet that is spread over all na-
tions; “he will swallow up death forever. Then
the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all
faces, and the disgrace of his people he will
take away from all the earth, for the LORD has
spoken. ‘It will be said on that day, Lo, this is
our God; we have waited for him, so that he
might save us. This is the LORD for whom we
have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his
salvation.

C: Thanks be to God.

‘The LORD'is my shepherd; | shall not'be in want.

‘He makes me lie down'in green pastures and leads me be-'side still waters.
"He re-'vives my soul and guides me along right pathways ' for his name’s sake.

‘Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall' fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they ' comfort me.

“You spread a table before me in the presence of those whao ' trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is ' running over.

"Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ' of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the ' LORD forever.

Second Reading — Philippians 4:7-9

A reading from Philippians

'My brothers and sisters, whom | love and
long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the
Lord in this way, my beloved. °| urge Euodia
and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind
in the Lord. “Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal
companion, help these women, for they have

struggled beside me in the work of the gospel,
together with Clement and the rest of my co-
workers, whose names are in the book of life.
‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Re-
joice. "Let your gentleness be known to every-
one. The Lord is near. “Do not worry about
anything, but in everything by prayer and sup-




plication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God. ‘And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus. "Finally, beloved, whatever is true, what-
ever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever
is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is com-

The word of the Lord.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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mendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about
these things. ‘Keep on doing the things that
you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with
you.

C: Thanks be to God.

The cantor will sing the alleluia once alone and then the congregation repeats it.

Gospel Acclamation
Celtic Alleluia
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker

Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Alleluia. This is the LORD for whom ' we have waited;*
let us be glad and rejoice in' God’s salvation. Alleluia. (isa. 25:9)

Holy Gospel — Matthew 22:1-14
The Gospel According to St. Matthew

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

'‘Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables,
saying: ““The kingdom of heaven may be com-
pared to a king who gave a wedding banquet
for his son. "He sent his slaves to call those
who had been invited to the wedding banquet,
but they would not come. “Again he sent other
slaves, saying, Tell those who have been invit-
ed: Look, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and
everything is ready; come to the wedding ban-

quet.” "But they made light of it and went away
one to his farm, another to his business,
‘while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated
them, and killed them. 'The king was enraged.
He sent his troops, destroyed those murder-
ers, and burned their city. “Then he said to his
slaves, The wedding is ready, but those invited
were not worthy. ‘Go therefore into the main
streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.” “Those slaves went out
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in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was
speechless. "Then the king said to the attend-
ants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him
into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” “For many
are called, but few are chosen.”

into the streets and gathered all whom they
found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall
was filled with guests. "“But when the king
came in to see the guests, he noticed a man
there who was not wearing a wedding robe,
“and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get

The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

The Message
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-1990
Music: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Apostles’ Creed
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess
our faith.

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray to the Father for the church,
creation, and the needs of our neighbors.

A brief silence.

For the church of Jesus Christ in this and every land, that all his followers share the mind
of Christ and strive to live together in peace, staying firm in his ways. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

For green pastures and still waters and all the beauty of the natural world, that creation
may flourish and humankind live in right relationship with all you have made. Lord, in your
mercy, C: hear our prayer.

For the nations of the world and all who hold positions of authority, that they govern in
accordance with your vision of justice, providing shelter and refuge to all in need and striving
toward the goal of peace and prosperity for all. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.

For all experiencing valleys of illness and grief, that they be healed and comforted and find
rest in the presence of Jesus the Good Shepherd who walks beside them, especially those
we name now....[pause). Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
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For our congregations, that the love of Christ may keep us united and make us mindful of all
that is true, honorable, just, pure, pleasing, commendable, and excellent. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

In thanksgiving for the beloved saints who now rest in your mercy, especially Teresa of Avila,
teacher, renewer of the church, that their faithful witness may guide your church until the
day we join them at your heavenly feast. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the
prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. C: Amen.

Peace
Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, God does not hold our sins against us. This is true peace.
Like Jesus with his disciples, the pastor shares the word of reconciliation from God to us.

The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.
We share Christ's forgiving and reconciling love with one another, binding ourselves to one another

as community. As we are at peace with God, so we are also at peace with one another.

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING - WE RETURN THANKS TO GOD AND SUPPORT GOSPEL MINISTRY

wari[m] Please prepare your offering in an envelope to place in the offering plate when you are dismissed for

5=t Communion Or use the QR code or download the Vanco Mobile app on your phone. You may also
mail your offering to the church office or give through our website www.stpeterslutheranyork.com
Also be sure you have filled out the attendance card.

Everything we are and have belongs to God and is entrusted to us for God's glory. We are committed
to sharing God's resources so that we can be a vital center for the Gospel of Jesus Christ and help
others locally and around the world,

The Great Thanksgiving - The Eucharistic Meal

As the baptized children of God, we are invited by God to share the heavenly banquet.

Jesus seats us at his table where we are delivered from sin, death, and evil by his body and blood
from his death on the cross. In this meal, Jesus forgives our sins, granting us life and salvation.
He is truly present here and reveals himself to us in the breaking of bread.

When we share Jesus’ meal, we receive the Holy Spirit to live in hope and joy.

The ministers make ready the bread and wine

Offertory Prayer
Let us pray.
Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—ourselves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Preface

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. You rescued Israel, your chosen
people. Through the prophets you renewed your promise; and, at this end of all the ages,
you sent your Son, who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom and was obedient
to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink
from this cup we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered
for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share
with us the great and promised feast. C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, that we
who receive the Lord's body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our
inheritance with all your saints in light. C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them
with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
C: Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is
yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Fraction — The Breaking of the Bread

The Body of Christ is broken as he was broken for us in the Passover, in the loaves, and on the cross.
He gives himself to us as he fed the multitudes. Jesus is the sacrificial Lamb who gave himself to
deliver all people from slavery to sin and He is the heavenly Bridegroom who welcomes the Church as
His beautiful bride.

Happy are those who are called to the marriage feast of the Lamb.
C: Blessed be God forever.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Distribution

The pastor will commune. Then she will commune those with infirmities in the pew. Then the congregation. Place
your offering in the offering box and then take an empty cup. Receive the Body of Christ in your open palm from the
pastor and then proceed to the assisting minister to receive the Blood of Christ. Return to your seat by the side aisle,
placing your emptied cup into the bow! of water. Give thanks to God for such grace!

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say...

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

And each person may respond...
C: Amen.

Post Communion Blessing
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray. Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus,
the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to
your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. C: Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Benediction
Almighty God, Father, #+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. C: Amen
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Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.
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Dismissal
Go in peace. God is at work in you.  C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Council Meeting— Tuesday, OCTOBER 17, 7:00 PM

Hand Bell Rehearsal — Thursdays, 6:30 PM — at St. Peter’s Lutheran
Reformation Sunday — OCTOBER 29

All Saints Sunday — NOVEMBER 5

Annual Congregational Meeting — Sunday, NOVEMBER 19

“Hope Pursued” Women’s Conference [Christ Lutheran Church, Manchester]
Saturday, NOVEMBER 4, [9:00 AM -12:00 PM]

The event will include several speakers with Pr Beth Schlegel giving the main sermon.
COST: $20 Brunch included. Forms to attend are located outside the sanctuary.
Return form to Christ, Manchester by Novermber 1.

Announcement
The annual audit of the congregation’s finances is underway. Please report any possible discrepancies
with your individual giving statements to Fred Botterbusch.

OCTOBER 8, 2023

OFFERING
General $ 1,310.00 HVAC $ 55.00 Facility Use $ 300.00

Portions of this service are from sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS000735.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

Liturgical music and hymns are used with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies annual License #20735 and OneLicense.net
License #A-723788 and CCLI #11557761 and podcast license #20611432.

“Will You Come and Follow Me”, Text © 1987 lona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.1358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

OneLicense.net License #A-723788.

“Celtic Alleluia” Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR
97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-723788 and CCLI #11557761 and podcast license
#20611432.

“Now We Join in Celebration” Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLi-
cense.net License #A-723788.

“Sent Forth by God's Blessing” Text © 1964 World Library Publications. 3708 River Road, Suite 400. Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158.
www.wlpmusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-723788.



Ac disciples and stewards of Jesus Christ, we, the members of St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church are committed to the preaching § teaching of the Word of God to all people.
we will reach out to one another and to others, giving and receiving, tn worship,
fellowship, ano witness to Jesus Christ!
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Roach— Emma Smyser—Nicole Smyser—Nancy Stough Miller—Mia Snyder—James Thomp-
son—Vickie Toomey—Matthew Walters—Zach \Weiland—Margaret Wiley—Dave Yates Lois
Yates—Stephen Young.

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

Donna Arnold—Norma Buck—Bill Everhart—Don Everhart—Helen Everhart—Doris Hoffacker
Ken & Joyce Innerst—Carla & Mike Lehr—dJean Leiphart John Lehr—Joanne V. Martin—
Marguerite Ness—Betty Roach—Lois Smith—Lois Snyder—Joyce Topper

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
947 North George Street, York PA 17404

8:45 AM—Worship Service This Week
CHURCH

Church Staff OFFICE HOURS

The Reverend Beth A. Schlegel, 575 Pastor

Terri Schrall Secretary Monday — Thursday

Kristen Hartman—Susan Hartman Sextons 8:00 AM — 1:00 PM

Our phone number is: 717-854-0589 Friday

Our Website is: http://www.stpeterslutheranyork.org OFFICE CLOSED

Our Email Address is: stpeterslutheran@verizon.net
Pastor Beth Schlegel: Phone #: 717-495-8894
Email: pastorschlegel@live.com




