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Reformation Sunday 

October 29, 2023 
 

Welcome to All in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

☩ Gathering ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome & Announcements 

 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding      min-
ister begins. 
 

 P: In the Name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 C: Amen 
  

 P: Lord Jesus, you look on us with compassion and seek us when we 
are lost. Lord, have mercy. 

 C: Forgive our straying from your path and help us to forgive others. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

 P: Lord Jesus, you have mercy on all who need healing and comfort. 
Christ, have mercy. 

 C: Forgive us when we forget to turn to you in our troubles. Christ, 
have mercy. 

 

 P: Lord Jesus, you plead for sinners at the throne of judgment. Lord, 
have mercy. 

 C: Forgive us when we try to defend ourselves instead of trusting 
you. Lord, have mercy. 

 
 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

 

 P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore de-
clare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    C: Amen. 

 
 

Apostolic Greeting  
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-

munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   C: And also with you. 
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Canticle 
Of  
Praise 
#229 
Green 
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Prayer of the Day 
 P: Let us pray. . . . Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out your Holy Spirit 

upon your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect 
and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their ene-
mies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 
 
 
 

 ☩ Word ☩ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 

First Reading — Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

A reading from Jeremiah 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new cove-
nant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like 
the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that  
I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one anoth-
er, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their in-
iquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
 

 P: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 46   

1God is our ref- | uge and strength, a very present | help in trouble.   

2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains be toppled into the depths | of the sea;   

3though its waters | rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble | at its tumult.   

4The LORD of | hosts is with us; the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.    

5There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
  the holy habitation of | the Most High.   

6God is in the midst of her; she shall not be | overthrown; 
  God shall help her at the | break of day.   

7The nations make much ado, and the king- | doms are shaken; 
  God has spoken, and the earth shall | melt away.   
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8The LORD of | hosts is with us; the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.    

9Come now and look upon the works | of the LORD, 
  what awesome things he has | done on earth.   

10It is he who makes war to cease in | all the world; 
  he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  
       and burns the | shields with fire.   

11“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.”   

12The LORD of | hosts is with us; the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.  
 
 

Second Reading — Romans 3:19-28 

 

A reading from Romans 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world 
may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in 
his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the 
knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has 
been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the right-
eousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atone-
ment by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his right-
eousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself 
is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then 
what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? 
No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith 
apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 

 P: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

The cantor will sing the alleluia once alone and then the congregation repeats it.  
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Alleluia. If you continue in my word, you are truly | my disciples,*  
and you will know the truth, and the truth will | make you free. Alleluia.    

(John 8:31-32) 
 

 

Holy Gospel — John 8:31-36 

 P: The holy gospel according to St. John.   C: Glory to you, O Lord 

 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of 
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 
saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell 
you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have 
a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 
36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

 P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 

The Message 
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
 

Hymn  
of the  
Day  
#297 
Green 
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Nicene Creed 
Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
 

 C:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
               maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

        We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
               God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
               begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

 

        Through him all things were made. 

 

        For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
               by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate  
               from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 

        For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
               he suffered death and was buried. 

 

        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
               he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  
               the Father. 

 

        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
               and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

        We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
               who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 

        With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 

        He has spoken through the prophets. 

 

        We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 

        We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

        We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
               and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
Prayers of the Church 
 P: Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray 

to the Father for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence.        
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 P: Holy and Eternal Father, by the love and mercy of your Son Jesus, 
heal the church’s many divisions. Bring understanding and peace 
where there has been contention and strife, and unite us in one body 
sharing the truth of Jesus Christ. God of grace,   C: hear our prayer. 

 

 P: Grant us to appreciate the works of your hands that have made the 
heights of the mountains, the depths of the sea, and the life that ani-
mates all creation. Bring relief to areas harmed by wildfires, floods, 
storms, and human carelessness. Renew the face of the earth. God    
of grace,   C: hear our prayer. 

 

 P: Give us hope that when the nations rage and the kingdoms shake, 
your word stands fast forever. Let your justice and peace roll down like 
waters wherever there is strife, injustice, war, or religious conflict. God 
of grace,   C: hear our prayer. 

 

 P: Be our refuge and strength, a very present help in times of trouble. 
Draw near to all who suffer with illness, grief, or other distress, espe-
cially those we name before you now….(pause)….. Be their rest and  
comfort. God of grace,   C: hear our prayer. 

 

 P: Soften our hearts as you make all things new. Free us from com-
placency, open us to unexpected signs of your love, and kindle zeal in  
us for the future. We pray for young people seeking to live out their 
baptism. Stir in us all a desire for your wisdom. God of grace,    

 C: hear our prayer. 

 

 P: Accept our thanks that you made yourself known in the lives of all 
who have died in the hope of eternal salvation and especially for the  
witness of reformers like Martin Luther. Give us courage to hold fast  
to your Word as we long for the day when we will see your new crea-
tion. God of grace,   C: hear our prayer. 

 

 P: Into your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your unending love and amazing grace; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior.   C: Amen. 

 
 

Peace 
Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection. God does not hold our sins against us. This is  
true peace, Like Jesus with his disciples, pastor shares the word of reconciliation from God 
to us.  
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     C: And also with you. 
 

We share Christ’s forgiving and reconciling love with one another, binding ourselves to  
one another as community. As we are at peace with God, so we are also at peace with  
one another. 
 
 

☩ Thanksgiving ☩    We respond to God’s abundant grace and mercy 
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Support God’s Mission 
Offering   Please consider making your thank offering to God … 
By Mail to St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 947 N. George St. York PA  
Or SCAN HERE > 
 
 
Or ONLINE at www.StPetersLutheranYork.com.   
In the Purple box, Click Donate button to set up a one-time or recurring 
donation. 
Or VANCO MOBILE App—Download the app to set up a one-time or  
recurring donation.  Search on “York”. Available for Apple and Android  
devices 

 
Thanksgiving For the Word 
 P: Righteous and loving heavenly Father, we give thanks to you that you 

light our way through life with the teachings of your Son, Jesus, your 
Word alive among us. Give us the focus we need to pay attention to you, 
call us back to you when we stray from your ways, awaken us to the 
needs of others, and at the end bring the full harvest of believers to 
share your feast. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
now and forever.    C: Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer      
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us how to pray. 
 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.     

       Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

       For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

☩ Sending ☩ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
 
 
 
 
 

Benediction 
 P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and  
 forever.    C: Amen. 
  
 
 
 
 



Portions of this service are from sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS000735. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common 
Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Liturgical music and hymns are used with permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies annual License #20735 and OneLicense.net License #A-723788 and CCLI 
#11557761 and podcast license #20611432.  
“Celtic Alleluia” Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 
NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-
723788 and CCLI #11557761 and podcast license #20611432. 
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” Text and Arrangement © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-723788. 
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Closing 
Hymn 
#230 
Green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal 
 P: Go in peace. God is at work in you.   C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Postlude 



          MEMBERS & FRIENDS   
           Susan Becker—Tom Brusan—Evelin Burgos—Janice Cromer—Rich 
          Davis—Don Gise—Shelva Gise—Bruce Harget—Cheryl Hibner—            
                      Samantha Hilker—Ken Humphreys—Marsha Humphreys—Lori Jo-     
                      seph—Shirley Lutz—Ron Malehorn—Fabian Marrero—Michele Mc-
Farland—Philip Michael—Brenda Croumer Miller—Charlie Neff—Rowan Neff—
Scott Neff—Michael Noll—Kathy Pugh—Dolores Rehmeyer—Betty Roach—Donna 
Roach—Toni Schreiber—Nancy Stough Miller—Emma Smyser—Nicole Smyser—
Mia Snyder—Michelle Solkenroth—James Thompson—Vickie Toomey—Matthew 
Walters—Zach Weiland—Margaret Wiley—Dave Yates—Lois Yates—Stephen 
Young. 
 
 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
Donna Arnold—Norma Buck—Bill Everhart—Don Everhart—Helen Everhart—
Doris Hoffacker—Ken & Joyce Innerst—Carla & Mike Lehr— John Lehr—Jean 
Leiphart-—Joanne V. Martin—Marguerite Ness—Betty Roach—Lois Smith—Lois 
Snyder—Joyce Topper 
 

                
The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God 
In memory of Clinton H. Roderick Sr., by his granddaughter, Annette Roderick. 
 
Hand Bell Rehearsal — Thursdays, 6:30 PM — at St. Peter’s Lutheran 
 

Reformation Day — OCTOBER 31 
 

All Saints Sunday — NOVEMBER 5 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting — Sunday, NOVEMBER 19 
 
 

“Hope Pursued”  Women’s Conference  [Christ Lutheran, Manchester] 
Saturday, NOVEMBER 4, [9:00 AM -12:00 PM]   
The event will include several speakers with Pr Beth Schlegel giving the sermon.  
COST: $20  Brunch included.    
Forms to attend are located outside the sanctuary. 
Return form to Christ, Manchester by November 1. 
 
Announcements 
Gwenever Griest, daughter of Jennifer & Dewayne Griest and granddaughter   
of Chuck & Johnna Innerst, will be valedictorian of her graduating class in June 
from Capital Area School for the Arts located in Harrisburg PA.                       
Congratulations to Gwenever and to her family. 
  
The annual audit of the congregation’s finances is underway. Please report any 
possible discrepancies with your individual giving statements to Fred Botter-
busch. 



St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
947 North George Street, York PA 17404  
8:45 AM—Worship Service                            
 

Church Staff 
The Reverend Beth A. Schlegel, STS      Pastor  
Terri Schroll                        Secretary 
Kristen Hartman—Susan Hartman         Sextons 
 

Our phone number is:  717-854-0589     
Our Website is: http:www.stpeterslutheranyork.org 
Our Email Address is: stpeterslutheran@verizon.net 
Pastor Beth Schlegel: Phone #: 717-495-8894    
Email: pastorschlegel@live.com 

 
 
 
 

This Week 
CHURCH   

OFFICE HOURS 

 
 

Monday thru Thursday 
8:00 AM — 1:00 PM 

 

Friday  
Office Closed 

 

As disciples and stewards of Jesus Christ, we, the members of  
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church are committed to the preaching 

 and teaching of the Word of God to all people.  
We will reach out to one another and to others, giving and receiving, 

in worship, fellowship, and witness to Jesus Christ! 

We belong to: 
¨ The one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
¨ The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America— 
 Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. 
¨ The Lower Susquehanna Synod—Bishop James Dunlop. 
¨ The York Conference—The Rev. Stanley Reep, Dean 
 Trinity, Wrightsville; St. James, Hellam; St. Mark, York; Advent, York;  Christ, 

York; Union, York; St. Matthew, York; St. Jacob, York New   Salem; Shiloh; 
Trinity, York; Grace, York; Zion, York; St. Peter’s, York; St. Paul, York; Luther 
Memorial, York; Christ, Spry; St. James, York. 

¨ We are partners with the Iyunga Parish in Tanzania, Pastor Jimmy 
Mwakomile, and the Konde Diocese, Bishop Edward Mwaikali 

OCTOBER 22, 2023 
OFFERING           
General  $  2,140.00                                     HVAC  $  179.44 
Facility Use  $ 40.00             


